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Asymmetric Digital Subscriber Line (ADSL) Enabling Broadband Internet, 1993-1397

In 1997, Alcatel's A1000 ASAM product revolutionized broadband Internet access
by providing multi-megabit per second downstream speeds over ubiquitous but
decades-old and ill-conditioned subscriber telephone lines. A team based in
Antwerp, Belgium began development of the product in 1993. The combination of
ADSL technology, innovative signal processing, cutting-edge silicon integration,

and a revolutionary architecture brought affordable broadband Internet to nearly
one billion people worldwide.
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